Leigh & Bransford Neighbourhood Plan 

Over many months the Steering Group have held meetings to discuss and formulate a process to enable Leigh & Bransford Parish Council to create a Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP).
It has been  a general consensus that with the introduction of the Localism Act and the new Neighbourhood Plan initiative by the Government that the time is right to review the needs of the Parish and formalise those needs in a new NDP which will supersede the current Parish Plan.
Neighbouring parishes have already begun this process and Kempsey has secured funding from the Government to create their NDP Alfrick & Lulsley and Malvern Town Council have also submitted their intentions to MHDC.
We have looked at the available information and decided on the following objectives and recommendations:
Objectives:
1. To enable the Parish to exercise greater influence and control over any development within its boundary
2. To seek the views of the community on future developments and other matters of concern. ie. Transport, services, policing and general infrastructure.
3. To review impartially any proposals brought forward with regards to impact, costs, support and priority.
4. To ensure that the NDP serves to improve the general quality of life for the whole community.
Progress to Date
1. Parish Council agreed these objectives and gave its authority to proceed.
2. The Steering Group was formed to ensure the NDP covers the widest possible range of issues which will represent the views of the community.
3. A formal application was made to MHDC for the Parish to develop its NDP and also ask MHDC for clarity on the funding available, how to apply and the criteria for its use.
4. MHDC approved the application and the Parish within its existing boundaries has been designated a “Neighbourhood Area” for the purposes of the NDP
5. A questionnaire has been prepared for future distribution to all households and businesses.
Next Steps:
· Review the need for professional consultation.
· Consider all budgetary implications and submit application for governmental funding. 
· Print and distribute the questionnaire.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Collate responses to enable the formation of the Neighbourhood Development Plan
