Leigh & Bransford Neighbourhood Development Plan         Steering Group

Draft Minutes of Meeting 12 Nov 2012
Present:
Mal Cooke, Janne Tooby, Bruce Tasker, John Locke, Stephen Seymour, Graham Jones, Pete King, Margaret Morris, Dave Deeley
Apologies:
Mike George, Jon Gamble.
Agenda:
1. Elect Official Members

2. Discuss and define NDP Boundary

3. Community Information.
4. Plan Scope
· Following a brief informal discussions and requests for “volunteers” Pete King of Leigh Sinton was proposed by Mal Cooke and seconded as Chairman all were in favour and Pete accepted the position. Dave Deeley of Bransford was proposed as Vice Chair by Stephen Seymour all were again in favour. 

It was deemed that as there are no finances at present the position of Treasurer should be held over. Mal Cooke volunteered to take minutes.

· The decision was made to define the “Neighbourhood” Boundary. The general consensus was that the boundary should follow the existing Parish Boundary. 
It was agreed that all adjoining Parishes be notified of our intentions to form a Neighbourhood Development Plan and various areas were discussed with particular mention of the significant gap between Leigh Sinton and Malvern.
Dave Deeley is to follow up with MHDC about available funding and the correct format required for notification/application. 

· Pete King highlighted the need to communicate effectively with the general community and in particular how to draw ideas from people and not “bombard them with an excessive list of questions.

As an initial contact Stephen Seymour suggested liaison with all the groups and organisations in the Parish and representatives of the Steering Group facilitating short discussions with each group about the NDP. Local businesses and farmers will also be contacted.
We will place regular updates in The Sphere and on the Parish website.
· There was open discussion on what topics/areas the plan should cover and Peter suggested that we should consider this and formalise it fully at the next meeting.

The next meeting was set for 14th Jan 2012 7:30 at The Fold (Janne will check the diary).Mal Cooke is to request that Parish Council pay for The Fold facilities.

Chairman…………………………………………………..

Date………………………………..
Parish Council Briefing
In view of the demise of the South Worcestershire Development Plan it is more important than ever that the NDP is completed. Without such local plans under the new legislation from March next year development will be developer led and no land will be sacred.
· The NDP Steering Group met on 12th November at the Fold.

· The group formerly elect a Chair (Pete King of Leigh Sinton) and Vice Chair ( Dave Deeley from Bransford), the treasurer to be elected at a later meeting, Mal Cooke recorded the minutes.

· It was decided that the Neighbourhood Plan Area be defined by the current Parish boundary.

· Discussions took place regarding communication with the general community and it was felt that the best option in the early stages was to funnel this using local organisations, The Sphere and the website.

· Neighbouring Parishes are to be informed of our intentions

· Malvern Hills have been notified and the official 6 week consultation process which they undertake will take place in the new year. 
· Funding up to £30,000 is available in 2 stages £5000 and £25000 MHDC request this from central government when they approve the basis of the plan. This will be done before 22nd March 2013.

· At this stage the only funds required from Parish Council is payment of the venue hire fees for the Fold.

