
LEIGH & BRANSFORD PARISH COUNCIL

PLANNING COMMITTEE MINUTES

Minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 28th October 2014, 7.00pm at Leigh & Bransford Memorial Hall

Present:   John Sharp (Chairman), Martin Gloster,  Sarah Rouse, Ken Suttill, Roger Husband, Graham Jones, Peter Hawkins, Anne Jones, Brian Porter
1. Apologies.  



Stephen Seymour. In the absence of Mr Seymour it was       agreed that Mr Sharp should chair the meeting.
2.
Register of Interests:


None
3. Matters arising:


None
4. Update on planning applications:

Kiln Lane development -
.
No update
5.
Applications discussed


	L&B

Ref No
	MHDC

Ref No.
	Proposal Details
	Location
	PC Response
	Notes

	14/20
	14/01326/s73
	Proposed variation of condition 14 (sustainable code)
	Crowcroft House Farm
Crowcroft

Leigh Sinton

WR13 5ED
	Approval
	n/a

	14/21
&

14/22
	14/01424/FUL
&

14/01425/LBC
	Rear extension to the Rothschild Suite to create staff accommodation
	Bank House Hotel
Bransford

WR6 5JD
	Conditional 
Approval
	Note 1


Note 1. 
The parish council recommends approval of the application subject to the following conditions being met:

1.   The plain brick wall proposed for the gable end will be unattractive and highly visible from the road       and we would request an appropriate treatment to improve its appearance.

                   2.  The gable end wall is not to be used for advertising purposes.
3. The accommodation is restricted to use by hotel staff.

Planning application 14/01238/PDU was noted. Although the parish council is not a consultee on this application, it was noted that councillors can comment as individuals if they wish.
6.
Planning decisions received from MHDC
14/01021/HOU
Erection of boundary/screen fence
1 Nash Green

Refused
7.
Play areas update
Sarah Rouse reported that that the new chippings would be put down during the following week and the play area re-opened. 


Options for siting the proposed new play equipment were discussed. Removing the existing 

equipment and replacing it with the new Clamber Stack would cost around £5,000. For £6,000 the Clamber Stack could be sited on the grass, the existing equipment retained in its current location, and a rocker for younger children also installed. It was agreed that this course of action would be the best solution for the first phase of playground improvement. Mr Gloster proposed that this plan be accepted, Mr Suttill seconded, and all agreed. Ms Rouse agreed to obtain a formal contract and specification to bring to the next meeting.
8.
Bransford – s106 funds
The chairman read out a letter from the senior planning officer outlining the process for applying for s106 funds. It was noted that the planning application in question (14/00375/FUL) is still awaiting a formal decision, but that it was possible to raise the request with the Community Services department at MHDC to establish whether the request would be acceptable once the monies have been received.

Sarah Rouse was asked to contact Jo Cross in the Community Services Department in order to progress the matter.

Brian Porter agreed to carry out the outstanding repairs to the play equipment as soon as possible. 

9. 
Parish council website

The clerk had received a letter from Mr Deeley outlining his decision to give up maintenance of  the parish council website. After discussion, it was decided that the clerk should take this over in the first instance, and a letter sent to Mr Deeley thanking him for the work he had done in setting up and maintaining the website to date.

10.
Neighbourhood planning group update

The chairman reported that Peter King had resigned as chairman of the group. The issue of whether to proceed with the production of a plan at the present time was discussed. The consensus of opinion was that it would be sensible to wait until the SWDP is in place before moving forward, as long as there is full consultation with the parish regarding the details of the Kiln Lane development. It was suggested that rather than a public meeting, a more effective means of consultation would be to hold a large scale event, with plans displayed and representatives from both Cala and the parish council present, with the emphasis on ‘where would you like the money to be spent?’
11.
AOB
Hedge removal – Hop Pole Green. The chairman noted that a planning application for four bungalows is expected for the site at Hop Pole Green. However the plan shows a hedge and is therefore invalid. He agreed to continue pursuing the matter.

Hedge removal – Leigh Road, Bransford. The chairman reported that MHDC would be sending out a letter this week requesting that the hedge be reinstated.

Mr Porter drew attention to the problem of mud on the road in Leigh during the harvest, noting it had been dangerous and he had reported it on the hub.

Clewer Croft, knotweed and overgrown hedge – The matter has been re-reported but has still not been dealt with. The clerk was asked to contact Paul Tuthill.

Jubilee Garden – The chairman reported he had sources 3 Worcestershire Black Pear trees at £16/each. Mr Husband proposed they be purchased, Mr Gloster seconded and all agreed.

Overgrown hedge at No 3, Black & White Cottages, Hereford Road. The clerk was asked to write to the householder requesting it be cut back.

The chairman had received a complaint regarding human excrement found on the public footpath by Dingle Road, apparently as a result of use of the path by pickers at the neighbouring farm. The matter had been reported to Environmental Health.
VAS – After just 3 weeks in Bransford there has been 77,000 hits over 30mph. Although the traffic appears to be slightly slower than before, this will provide good evidence to pass on to the Safer Roads Partnership of the continuing problem of speeding on this stretch of road.

12. 
Date of next meeting.

Parish council meeting – 7.00pm, Tuesday 25th November 2014.
Signed
   ..................................................

Date
……………….............................
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